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General Syllabus
CJ 3983 Introduction to Research Methods
Credit Hours: 3 Lecture Hours: 3 Laboratory Hours: 0

Prerequisite: criminal justice major with junior standing, ENGL 1213 Composition Il or
ENGL 1233 Honors Composition, and STAT 2503 Probability and Statistics 1.

Effective Catalog: 2018-2019
I Course Information
A. Catalog Description

Examines methods and techniques of research in the behavioral sciences, historical
development of psychological and social research, and techniques and problems.
Requires writing research proposal.

B. Additional Information - None
1. Student Learning Outcomes

A.  Subject Matter
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Define terms related to research methods used in criminal justice studies
2. Analyze the underlying epistemology of quantitative and qualitative
research
3. Discuss the basic principles of quantitative and qualitative research and
understand how they are applied in actual research projects
. Design correctly-stated research questions and hypotheses
. Compose a research proposal
. Identify the purposes of various statistical tools and select appropriate
statistical tools for quantitative, qualitative, and mixed method studies
7. ldentify appropriate sampling techniques for quantitative and qualitative
studies
8. Analyze techniques of collecting research data
. Discuss assumptions, limitations, and delimitations for quantitative and
qualitative studies
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10. Perform content analysis on various written works.

B. University Learning Outcomes
This course enhances student abilities in the following areas:

Analytical Skills

Critical Thinking Skills: Students will identify problems/issues and develop
solutions/analysis.

Quantitative Reasoning Skills: Students will assign and use numbers, read and
analyze data, create models, draw inferences, and support conclusions based on sound
mathematical reasoning.

Communication Skills (written and oral)

Students will communicate proficiently. Students will use essay format for written
presentation of research projects and discuss particular aspects of various topics in a
seminar setting.

Ethical Decision Making

Students will model ethical decision-making processes. Students will examine ethical
dilemmas within the criminal justice field and develop ethical frameworks to resolve
specific ethical issues.

Global and Cultural Perspectives
Students will reflect upon cultural differences and their implications for interacting
with people from cultures other than their own.

I11.  Major Course Topics
A. Overview of research concepts, terminology and techniques

B. Sampling and data collection techniques common in Criminal Justice research
C. Issues and challenges facing the Criminal Justice researchers.
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