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University of Arkansas - Fort Smith 
5210 Grand Avenue 

P. O. Box 3649 
Fort Smith, AR 72913-3649 

479-788-7000 
  

General Syllabus 
 

EMT 1408 Emergency Medical Technology - Basic 
 
Credit Hours: 8 Lecture Hours: 7.5 Laboratory Hours: 2.5  Clinical Hours: 6 
 
Prerequisites: CPR Certification: American Heart Association “CPR for Healthcare 
Providers” or American Red Cross “CPR for the Professional Rescuer.” 
 
Effective Catalog: 2018-2019 

I. Course Information 

A. Catalog Description 
An introductory study of emergency medical service systems and the 
basic principles of emergency care. Through didactic and clinical 
instruction, the EMT-Basic student will be prepared to write the national 
registry EMT-Basic written and practical exams. 

 
Students must demonstrate proficiency in the practical skills used in dealing 
with medical and trauma-related emergencies, such as airway management, 
patient assessment, spinal immobilization, oxygen therapy, defibrillation with 
the AED (automatic external defibrillator), and patient assisted medication 
administration. 

 
B. Additional Information 

This course is designed to prepare graduates to work as an EMT-Basic 
with emergency ambulance services, as Patient Care Assistants/ER 
Technicians in Emergency Rooms and as industrial EMTs in Industrial 
First Aid Stations. It is also designed for the graduate to have a necessary 
foundation for further training in the EMS field. 

 
The course covers aspects of ambulance service operations, communications, 
assessment and management of the emergency patient, vehicle extrication, the 
use of the automatic external defibrillator, hazardous materials management, 
and patient assisted medications. Satisfactory completion of this course, as 
well as a recommendation from the Instructor and Medical Director, qualifies 
the graduate to take the National Registry EMT-Basic written and practical 
examinations. Graduates successfully completing this examination meet the 
minimum requirements needed to work with an emergency service. 
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II. Student Learning Outcomes  

A. Subject Matter 
Upon completion of this course, the student will: 
 
1. Perform an assessment of an emergency scene and ensure the safety of 

other team members, first responders, and the patient. 
2. Follow the Center for Disease Control’s Standard Blood and Body Fluid 

Precautions. 
3. Assess both the trauma and medical patient and provide emergency care 

at the scene and enroute to the appropriate medical facility. 
4. Utilize standard emergency equipment in the pre-hospital management of 

emergency patients. 
5. Recognize situations requiring additional specialized care, such as 

hazardous materials, communicable diseases, and coroner cases. 
6. Record and report the significant aspects of the patient assessment and 

changes in patient conditions to the Emergency Room personnel. 
7. Identify patients in need of rapid defibrillation and manage those patients 

with the Automatic External Defibrillator. 
8. Assist patients in taking select medications after contracting Medical 

Control or by following written protocols (Epi-pen Injector and 
Nitroglycerin). 
 

B. University Learning Outcomes 
This course enhances student abilities in the following areas: 
 
Analytical Skills 
Critical Thinking Skills:  Students will use critical thinking skills to identify 
health and safety problems/issues and develop solutions/analysis. Students will 
identify health problems or safety issues within EMT scenarios. Students will 
generate solutions/analysis of health problems and safety issues evaluated. 
Student will assess and justify viable solutions and/or analysis when presented 
with an EMT scenario. 
Quantitative Reasoning:  Students will assign and use numbers, read and 
analyze data, draw inferences, and support conclusions based on sound 
mathematical reasoning.  Students will apply appropriate mathematical 
models to solve problems related to care of a patient. Students will accurately 
record mathematical information, such as vital signs, drug quantities, and 
voltage and will interpret the data in order to draw inferences. 
 
Communication Skills (written and oral) 
Students will communicate proficiently. Students will compose detailed and 
coherent patient care documents using the DCHART method and/or another 
form appropriate to the intended audience. Students will effectively 
communicate orally in a public setting, radio reports, and patient transfer of 
care (patient handoffs). 
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Ethical Decision Making:  
Students will model ethical decision-making processes. Students will 
identify ethical dilemmas and affected parties in the care of patients. 
Students will apply ethical frameworks to resolve ethical dilemmas in EMT 
scenarios and patient care situations. Students will identify signs and 
symptoms of child/elder/disabled person abuse and neglect; legal 
requirements Child Maltreatment Act and duties of a mandated reporter, 
and methods for disclosure of victims of abuse. 

 
Global & Cultural Perspectives: Students will reflect upon cultural 
differences and their implications for interacting with patients and families of 
cultures other than their own. Students will demonstrate understanding or 
application of providing EMT care in a global environment. Students will 
demonstrate an understanding of how different cultures impact the provision of 
EMT care. 

III. Major Course Topics 

1. Foundations 
2. Airway Management, Respiration, and Artificial Ventilation 
3. Patient Assessment 
4. Medical Emergencies 
5. Trauma Emergencies 
6. Special Populations 
7. Operations 
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